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on which we advanced tranquilly until »4 past 10 on
the 28th,—a fatal hour, which plunged us again into
our former miseries. The water suddenly gave out
under our canoes, and we were reduced to the sad
necessity of dragging them over the stones,— whose
sharp edges, in spite of our care and precautions,
took off large splinters from time to time. Finally,
overcome with weariness, and almost despairing of
seeing the Beautiful River, we entered it on the
2¢9th, at noon. Monsieur de Celoron buried a plate
of lead on the south bani of the Ohio; and, farther
down, he attached the royal coat of arms to a tree.
After these operations, we encamped opposite a little
Iroquois village, of 12 or 13 cabins; it is called
Kananouangon.”

The 3oth. We arrived at la paille coupée. There
we rejoined Monsieur de Joncaire, who told us that
our conjecture was correct; that the report of our
march had thrown all those people into consternation,
and that he had had much difficulty in making the
fugitives return. The chiefs came to greet Monsieur
the Commandant, who bestowed upon them a
thousand tokens of kindness, and sought to reassure
them.

The 31st. In the morning, he spoke to them on
your behalf; and in the evening he received their
reply, that every one had been satisfied,—if one
could believe it sincere; but we did not doubt that it
was extorted by fear.

You will excuse me from reporting here, or else-
where, either the words of Monsieur de Celoron, or
the replies which they gave him, because he will
send you copies of these.

La paille coupée is a very insignificant village,



